
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
World Communion Sunday 

October 3, 2021 at 10:00 
 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 

 

Opening Sentences   

One: We gather from the west to the east, 

All:   from the south to the north, 

One: to celebrate the God of peace 

All:   who accompanies us in our acts of peace. 

One: This God of peace accompanies us 

All:   in each and every circumstance around us. 

 

Gathering Music “Arise, Shine, for Your Light has Come”— Allen Pote 

  Denise Tucker, soprano 

 

*  Call to Confession     

One: Faced with God’s goodness we recognize our failings. 

In the knowledge of God’s mercy, we dare tell the truth about ourselves and our world. 

In the confidence of God’s children let us confess our sins. 

 

*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Gracious Lord, creator of this universe, in your generosity you have given us a world 

of abundance and diversity, yet we live guided by greed and selfishness. 

We confess that we have defaced your creation and poisoned our environment 

through our consumerist behavior and for personal gain. 

In Christ, you made us siblings and intended for us to be united, and yet we have 

built walls to separate us from those who are different from us. 

You gave us wisdom and creativity and we have used those to trick each other and to 

develop weapons of destruction and death. 

You gave us laws to order our lives and we have abused them to take revenge and 

punish our enemies. 

We love war rather than strive for peace. 

We ignore the poor and the weak and honor the rich and powerful. 

In all this we have not lived according to your will. 

Forgive us, Lord, for daring to boast in our human achievements and for failing to 

recognize that you alone are worthy of praise. In your mercy, forgive us our sins. 



 

*  Silent Prayer 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon   

One: God accepted us simply because of our faith in Christ, through whom our sins 

were forgiven. May God help us to continue to preach peace to those who are near 

and far. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew! Amen. 

 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 

 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 All:   And also with you. 

 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Holy Spirit, grant us openness and give us understanding of what each one of us 

needs to receive through Holy Scripture. 

When we are facing a difficult choice between the easy and the right decision, 

help us to choose the narrow path. We also pray for all who are about to set 

out on an adventurous journey of faith anywhere in the world. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Mark 10:2-16 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a 

man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because 

of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of 

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 

and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” People were bringing 

little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 

them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 

come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never 

enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 



 

Sermon  “Was Jesus Married?” Dr. Gerdts 

 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer A Celtic liturgy designed by John Philip Newell 

One: Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth: here we gather again with 

bread and juice seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, 

hungering for wholeness in our lives, for unity on earth and for peace among 

the nations. 
 

Here we gather with bread and with juice, but with more than bread and juice. 

With everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible 

energies that pulse with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates 

throughout the whole of creation. 
 

Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness. 

All:  Into our sickness came the medicine of grace. 

One: Into our fear came the revelation of love. 

All:  Christ born among us, 

One: One of us, 

All:  Child of heaven, 

One: Son of womankind, 

All:  Bearer of forgiveness, 

One: Healer of our nature, 

All:  Restorer of wisdom, 

One: Liberator of the oppressed, 

All:  Rejected by the religious, 

One: Scorned by the state, 

All:  Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

One: Heart of humanity, 

All:  Soul of creation, 

One: Lamb of God. 
 

All:  Come upon us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and upon this bread and this 

juice, that they may be vibrant with your presence, nurturing what is deepest 

within us, and making us again one body. Through Christ, with Christ, in 

Christ.  
 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 



 

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to 

God, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me!” 
 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave 

it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed 

with my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
Hymn Solo “All Things Bright and Beautiful” Denise Tucker, soprano 

 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”— arr. Larry Shackley  
  Anthony Sharp, piano 
 
 
 

   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 
 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 

Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 

information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe on the Contact 

Us tab of the church website. 

 

TODAY IS WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be 

received. The offering supports Presbyterian missions around the world and locally. FPCH’s portion of the 

offering goes to REHAB Project, Pakistan/Shakila Rani (through Asian Christian Ministries). The REHAB 

Project is a peacemaking ministry, serving women who are unjustly treated in their social setting or 

families. It provides refuge, counseling and referrals to victims of domestic violence. 

 

NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 

in the Hospitality Room where our nursery helpers will be happy to entertain your babies while you 

worship. Next week, when worship returns to the Sanctuary, the nursery will relocate to the “Red 

Balloon Room” in the education building on floor 1R (in the Preschool, one flight up from Sanctuary 

level). Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The link to the forms can be found here: 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 

 

RETURN TO THE SANCTUARY! Next Sunday, worship returns to the Sanctuary. How wonderful to 

welcome the community to that sacred space once more! Choirs will be back, the organ will sound, 

Sunday School will begin in person, and the nursery will move back upstairs (see previous 

announcement). Please wear a mask. Live streaming will continue as before using the Watch Live link on 

the church website. 

❖ 
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS NEXT WEEK! Registration now open! Use this link, 

https://forms.gle/8fC9sCAyBAr8htg57, to fill out the online registration to make sure your child has a spot 

in class. We can’t wait to be back in the classroom! Any questions, please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

OCTOBER 10 WILL BE BIBLE SUNDAY – Along with celebrating our return to the Sanctuary and in-

person Sunday School, The Great Bible Giveaway is BACK! If you are in the following grades and didn’t 

receive a Bible last year from our Giveaway, please join us on Sunday, October 10th in the Sanctuary and 

receive your Bible during the Children’s Message before being dismissed for Sunday School. 
 

The following grades will receive Bibles: 

▪ Preschool/Kindergarten receive The Beginner’s Bible 

▪ 3rd Graders receive The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 

▪ 6th Graders receive our traditional “Red Bibles” * 

▪ 9th Graders/Confirmation Class receive NIV Quest Study Bibles 
 

This is a wonderful tradition that grew out of our 3rd Grade Bible Sunday. If you have a child in any of the 

above grades and did not receive a bible during last year’s event, please be sure to come out and see us. 
 

*Note that the current 6th grade class received their traditional Red Bibles during the 3rd-Grade Bible 

Sunday in October 2017.  But any 6th grader that doesn’t have a Red Bible or didn’t participate in that 

event is more than welcome to receive one. 

 

YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT – Youth Group meets tonight from 5 p.m.-6 p.m. outdoors in the courtyard 

for all kids Middle School and High School kids. Looking forward to seeing you there! Any questions 

concerning Youth Group please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING – Nikki is holding a Stephen Ministry interest 

meeting on Wednesday, October 13th at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room on the lower level. Read Nikki’s 

2020 blog post for a description of this ministry. Go to http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S INSTALLATION – AT LAST! You are cordially invited to the Installation of the 

Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante at First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield, NJ, on Sunday, October 17, 

2021, at 3:00 in the afternoon. Speakers will be the Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, the Rev. Dr. Debby 

Brincivalli, who serves as the Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery for Southern New Jersey, and the 

Rev. Dr. William D. Hess II who will be delivering the sermon for the afternoon. Rev. ‘Bill’ Hess 

served as the Senior Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in West Chester, PA, for 27 years, and has 

served as a transitional pastor throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Bill currently serves as the 

summer pastor for Christ Union Chapel in Branchville, NJ. Immediately following the service, everyone 

is invited to an open house and celebration at the church manse, directly adjacent to the sanctuary. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! –We still need teachers for grades 3/4, 5/6, and 7/8. All that’s needed is a 

willingness to teach; we will provide everything you need: the curriculum, teaching manuals, supplies 

and support. We promise it is a fun and rewarding experience. Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling 

at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

HELP NEEDED IN THE NURSERY, TOO – Looking to earn some extra cash? We are looking to 

staff our nursery as many of our wonderful nursery helpers headed off to college. Ideal candidates will be 

high school aged or older with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and 

toddlers! This is a paid position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details 

at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

https://forms.gle/8fC9sCAyBAr8htg57
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing—and you can join 

at any time. The texts for the coming week are Mark 10:17-27 and Hebrews 4:12-16. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY meets Thursdays at 6:30 on Zoom for a discussion of the Letter to 

the Hebrews. You are welcome to join whenever you can. 

 

BE A HERO, VOLUNTEER WITH INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS – You care about your community, 

your neighbors. Is it time to join Interfaith Caregivers and volunteer to help your neighbors who are seniors 

or living with disabilities? We make it easy to volunteer: 

▪ Volunteer when you have time 

▪ Use our online system to find assignments that fit your schedule 

▪ Give a ride, shop for groceries, call someone to chat, you decide what you are comfortable doing 

▪ We have covid safety protocols in place to keep everyone safe. 

It is not every day you get the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others. Contact us today so we 

can tell you all about it. Decide for yourself if we’re a good fit, absolutely no pressure. Contact Suzan at 

suzand@ifchaddons.org or 856-354-0298. 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS – Everytown Survivor Network, through Moms Demand Action, is hosting 

Grief Support Groups beginning on October 4th at 8:00 p.m. These virtual support groups will run for 8 

weeks and will focus on grief, resilience, and support. There will be groups focused on survivors of suicide, 

bereaved parents, a men’s group, and all survivors of gun violence. If you’re interested or know someone 

who is, go directly to the link: https://forms.everytown.org/a/everytown-survivor-network-support-groups. 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR OCTOBER 10: 

Mark 10:17-27 – As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 

No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not 

commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 

your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking 

at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and 

went away grieving, for he had many possessions.  

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them 

again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly 

astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For 

mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  

Hebrews 4:12-16 – Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes 

of the one to whom we must render an account. Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high 

priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been 

tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 

2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date:  $ 414,060.42;   Budget $690,000.00 

Loose Offering YTD:                      $1501.69;   Budget     $7,500.00 

Per Capita YTD:                             $9,114.00;   Budget   $14,500.00 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89690358920
mailto:suzand@ifchaddons.org
https://forms.everytown.org/a/everytown-survivor-network-support-groups


 

OUR PER CAPITA CAMPAIGN IS PAYING OFF! – On September 12, $5,971 had been collected 

of the hoped for $14,500. As of this week, we are up to $9,114. Thanks to everyone who has 

contributed. An updated list will be published in the coming weeks. (It’s not too late. Send your $37 per 

confirmed member to the church or to https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) Thank you!  

 

ST. WILFRID’S:  

Every Saturday, the Wellness Center at St Wilfrid’s hosts over 100 families to fill their food, hygiene, and 

baby needs. We have stand-up and sit-down jobs available for folks of all abilities. The timing is flexible, and 

we have need for volunteers any time between 8:30 a.m. and 12 noon. Stay as long as time allows you! 

Interested in volunteering or learning more? Contact Paul Urian at umanpaul@me.com  

Matching Grant 2021: October will be the only time we solicit contributions to the Open Door Clinic so we 

can take advantage of the offer of matching grants. To date, we have two matching grants, one for the first 

two thousand dollars, and then another matching grant for the second two thousand. Donate now, and your 

gift will double. More information to come in following weeks. We will have a special notice about the match 

grant later. When you fulfill these needs, you are really involved. 

 Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches. If you are interested in making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, 

please select a donation week by signing up on this signup form: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1. Wendy, who coordinates the peanut butter and 

jelly traffic can be reached at Wendy.coffman@gmail.com. 

Current Needs: bags of dried beans (pinto, black, red); pouches or cans with pull up tops of chicken, tuna, 

beef stew; packages of individual containers of applesauce or fruit; diapers size 6; and always wipes. These 

items may be dropped off weekdays in the bin on the steps of the PATCO-side of Grace Episcopal Church or 

Sundays on the tables near Fellowship Hall or after service from 11-12 on the cart near the office door on the 

Masonic Temple side of the church. Any questions, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-73425. 

Check out the website for more info: www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

♦ 
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 

prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 

please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as 

the originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 

Prayers for the World 
• Prayers for the local resettlement of Afghan refugees, and for the many churches and individuals 

assisting in these efforts!  
 

Prayers for the Church 
• Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they begin the work of the search for an Installed Senior 

Pastor! 

• Kristin needs our prayers. Her younger sister died unexpectedly last week. Siblings are incredibly 

difficult to lose (9/27-T.Adkins) 

• Pray for the family and friends of Amelia Perry who died last week and was Covid positive. Pray for the 

whole community on the loss of this precious young life (9/27- T. Adkins) 

• Pray that God would grant insight to Meagan on a decision to leave a corporate job and begin work as a 

stay-at-home mom (9/27-pastors) 

• Lift up prayers for the family of Anna Carpino who died from a brain tumor. Anna was a living saint 

who prayed for the names and needs of many children living with cancer and served as a tireless 

advocate for them all. Her Spirit will be greatly missed (9/27-T. Adkins) 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
mailto:umanpaul@me.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1
mailto:Wendy.coffman@gmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/


 

• Please pray for Travis and his mom Beth. Travis has been having seizures and currently has no short-

term memory (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Prayers for the family and friends of Jason, who died from Covid at age 46 (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Pray for Lorrie, a friend and former mentor who was at the Kroger a few hours before the mass shooting 

in Collierville, Tennessee (9/24-K.Stout) 

• Lift up prayers for Bill and his wife Lisa. Bill has been hospitalized for over two weeks with multiple 

health complications (9/22-L. McGlade) 

• Please pray for Pete who is learning how to live with heart issues in the midst of everyday life (9/20-L. 

Gormley) 

• Continued prayers for George and Peggy Spellmeyer. George is improving and is grateful for the 

prayers - keep them coming! (9/18-pastors) 

• Praise the Lord! Megan Mascena Gaspar has finished her treatments and is cancer-free! (9/16- J. 

Mascena) 

• Prayers for the family and all the friends of Ken Funk, a brilliant soul who went on to Glory this past 

week (9/16- pastors) 

• Prayers for Dan, a member of the military who has been in Qatar since June. His most recent 

responsibility includes negotiations with the Taliban, and his return date to the U.S. continues to be 

pushed back. Pray also for his mother-in-law Flossie, and for his family.  (9/16- L. Hess) 

• Continued prayers for Gail whose health has been improving and tumors have begun to shrink. Prayers 

also for the doctors’ wisdom and a potential surgery (9/16- L. Hess)  

• Please continue prayers of healing for Pat McGrody (9/15- D. Wackes) 

• Please continue prayers for Bill Genereo who seeks answers and healing (9/15- D. Wackes) 

• Prayers for Chris and his family as he recovers from a serious heart attack (9/13 - C. Carty) 

• Continued prayers for Nancy as testing continues (9/13- C. Carty) 

• Prayers of gratitude and joy for cousin Don as no cancer cells have been found! (9/13 - C. Carty) 

• Pray for Philip Chang as he seeks new employment opportunities (9/9-pastors) 

 

Ongoing Prayers for the Church 

• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family. (9/29 - C. Crumley).   

• Continued prayers for Jay Brennan-Martin (9/29-pastors) 

• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton who is in hospice care (9/29-pastors) 

• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26- pastors) 

• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS. Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15- I. Pross) 

 
 

 

 
Church Staff 

 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 
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